Salinas Basin Water Alliance Alternative Project

The Alliance alternative project consists of two recreations of the existing Castroville
Seawater Intrusion Project (CSIP)—titled CSIP2 and CSIP3 for this description. CSIP2
would be between existing CSIP and the City of Salinas, occupying essentially the same
footprint of the previously studied NSIP. CSIP3 would be between the City of Salinas and
Chualar, but on the east side of Highway 101. Precise locations and acreages are being
adjusted during the modeling process in order to optimize. A series of well fields between
Gonzales and the Somavia Road area would provide water to CSIP2 and 3. A potential
permutation of this concept would add a rubber dam on the bend in the river in the
Somavia Road area in order to heighten water elevation in the river between that spot and
Chualar so as to improve percolation and the potential of extraction in that area for the
project. Another potential permutation would be moving some amount of the City of
Salinas’ municipal pumping south of town if that modification can be navigated and
models beneficially. This overall project concept seeks to use known infrastructure and
avoid significant water treatment and injection.
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